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SHAW:
This is Charles Shaw in London.  General Bedford Forrest once said that battles are won by the army which “gets there fustest with the mostest”.  If we would paraphrase that to say that battles are won by those which get there “fastest with the mostest” that would be sort of the theme of this program.  The success of our landings in France depended on the men and material needed at the fighting fronts and the means of getting them there.  The way it looks now, we got there “fastest with the mostest”, at least where they should have been.  Today you’re going to hear from the man who has been in charge of providing our fighting men with all the fighting material they needed, the man who has been responsible for getting that fighting material to our fighting men, and a representative of those fighting men.  Brigadier General Henry Benton Sayler, the Chief Ordnance Officer in the European Theater of Operations, is the man charged with seeing that our invasion troops have everything they need in the way of weapons and many other items of equipment.  He has a son in this theater and he’s going to speak today as the representative of those who have been using the supplies furnished by General Sayler.  He is Captain H.B. Sayler, Jr., a fighter pilot of the Eighth Air Force.  And you’re going to hear from Brigadier General Frank S. Ross, Chief of Transportation in the European Theater of Operations, whose job it has, is and will be to see that the supplies flow from General Sayler’s Ordnance Department to the fighting men as represented by Captain Sayler.  General Ross would you tell us something about the job you had and have to perform?

ROSS:
(General Ross’ remarks)

SHAW:
Well, General Ross, I think the folks need to do is read daily reports about the operations in France to realise that you’re holding  true to your motto.  You know, this program is a little backwards, because actually we should talk about supplies themselves before we talk about how they’re taken where they’re needed.  But inasmuch as we have a father and a son here at the same time, I’d like them to appear together.  First let’s hear from General Sayler whose job has been to see that the supplies, which General Ross has had to have transported, were ready in sufficient amount when and where needed.  General Sayler, I hope that’s an accurate report of what you’ve had to do.  How would you explain the job you’ve had?

SAYLER:
My department’s job is to supply everything that rolls or shoots, and to keep it rolling and shooting.  That is, everything that rolls on the roads.  The railroads are under General Ross.  In addition we have to gather information on new ordnance, whether from our allies or the enemy.

SHAW:
Well, General, when you’re over here and you decide you need certain things from the States, what do you do about it?

SAYLER:
Well, we send a requisition to the War Department asking for what we need.

SHAW:
How do you determine what you need?

SAYLER:
Our requisitions are based on the number of troops we have here and coming here, and on the nature of the operations planned for them and the resistance expected to those operations.

SHAW:
Well, the planned operations have developed into the actual operations, and that’s really what I want to talk with you about.  You didn’t by any chance have more than enough stuff for our troops going into France did you?

SAYLER:
Generally speaking, we have been able recently to equip our units as fast as they were able to take the equipment after their arrival in this theater.  But in that connection I want to tell the folks who are listening that we need a constant flow of material.

SHAW:
I want to ask you about that thing a little later, General, but about the present operations…what was you big D-Day and post D-Day problem?

SAYLER:
Well, of course, before D-Day could be set, our High Commanders had to know, among other things, whether we would have enough ordnance at the proper places at the proper time.  Long before D-Day, after we had decided that we had enough stuff here, we anticipated losses and wear and tear in the actual operations, and we made provisions for the flow of replacements as well as reinforcements.

SHAW:
How accurate do you think your estimates were?

SAYLER:
Well, all I can say is that I feel that our initial calculations have met the requirements so far.  Our men over there seem to be happy with their supplies.  They’ve screamed for a few things but we’ve been able to get them to them quickly.

SHAW:
A few things!  How many things do you have to worry about?

SAYLER:
Well, Mr. Shaw, we have to keep track of at least two hundred thousand items at present, and that number is increasing daily.

SHAW:
That’s a lot of items.  Lot of big stuff, I suppose?

SAYLER:
Some big and some tiny.  We have watch jewels weighing just a few grains, we have 40 ton tank transporters.  We have everything from bicycles to tanks – hand pistols to enormous cannon.

SHAW:
General, I want to hear from your son pretty soon, so maybe I’d better ask what you do for the Air Force.

SAYLER:
Nobody can do enough for the air force, but we Ordnance people furnish them with all their bombs, machine guns, cannons and hand weapons.  Also furnish them with their motor transportation and material for repair and replacement.

SHAW:
Well, I’m going to ask your son in just a moment about those ordnance supplies.  But first in reference to what you said a while ago about needing a constant flow of material…It isn’t true, is it, that everything needed for the victorious conclusion of this war has been produced and is over here?

SAYLER:
I can’t say “Certainly not!” strong enough.  We haven’t provided ourselves here with everything we need any more than you would eat for dinner tonight all the food you need for the rest of your life.  This was a great arsenal.  Now the stuff is being used and it needs to be replaced.  This is like a pipe line:  as fast as the stuff flows out one end, more has to be poured in, and the folks back home must keep pouring it in.  If we knew when the war was going to be over we could stop that pouring in at a certain time; but we can’t stop it until we do know when the war is going to be over.  As General Levin H. Campbell, Jr., United States Army Chief of Ordnance, said:  “This great combat team of US industry and Ordnance will assure the finest weapons humanly possible to be produced in a free country with free labor.”

SHAW:
Well, General, are they the finest weapons?

SAYLER:
I can definitely assure everybody that they are.

SHAW:
Well, if the people would take my word for it, let me add my assurance that they are.  But here’s somebody who can speak with a lot more authority that I can because he’s used these weapons, and to very good advantage.  He’s the General’s son.  But for a few moments, at least, he’s going to talk from the standpoint of one of our crack fighter pilots.  Captain Sayler, how do you feel about the stuff your father’s organisation has provided you?

CAPTAIN:
Well, our P-38’s are armed with four 50 caliber machine guns and one 20 mm cannon and when you open them all up on, say, a locomotive, you really get results…it fairly disintegrates.

SHAW:
What have you been doing with your plane and those guns the last few days?

CAPTAIN:
Just before D-Day we were out protecting shipping.  In fact, that’s about what we’ve been doing since the invasion began.

SHAW:
In other words, you were part of that mighty air umbrella we’ve been talking about.  By the way, did you encounter much opposition?

CAPTAIN:
No opposition at all.  We have seen very few enemy planes since the invasion started.

SHAW:
Well, what do you think is the reason for this lack of enemy opposition?

CAPTAIN:
The Germans apparently had too few planes in the right places when this thing started.  However, they’re throwing more in now and we’re looking forward to some real opposition as time goes on.

SHAW:
How has this bad weather affected your operations.

CAPTAIN:
 Well, it hasn’t been any too pleasant but we’ve been flying just the same.  We’ve been grounded on a few occasions, but there have always been plenty of planes in the air.  There are allied planes all over the place….in fact, it’s been real competition to see who can shoot at some of those few German planes we’ve seen.

SHAW:
In protecting shipping, you must have got a pretty good view of the channel.  What did it look like?

CAPTAIN:
I never saw so many ships in all my life.  There were so many there that if you got shot down over the channel, you could walk home.

SHAW:
How about the naval bombardment?

CAPTAIN:
That was really something to watch.  There were guns shooting all over the place.  I could see the flashes of the guns and then big clouds of smoke on the shore when the shells hit.

SHAW:
By the way, Captain, could you see much Ordnance equipment?

CAPTAIN:
When we flew low, I could see barges and ships jammed with guns, tanks, trucks and all sorts of battle equipment.

SHAW:
Well, General, that probably makes you feel good to hear that your stuff was getting there at the right time and that your Ordnance has been put to such good use in the air.  Do you have any questions you’d like to ask your son?

GENERAL:
Yes, I’d like to ask him if he’s satisfied with the type of his weapons and their rates of fire.

CAPTAIN:
You’re darn right I’m satisfied.  What we have will blow up anything we shoot at.

GENERAL:
Are you satisfied with your ammunition?

CAPTAIN:
You can’t beat the stuff we have.

GENERAL:
Do you feel that you have the enemy outgunned?

CAPTAIN:
I don’t know whether we have him outgunned or not, but we have plenty to take them on.  We could blow them up with half the stuff we have.

SHAW:
You seem to have a satisfied customer in your son, General, and I think there are millions like him.  What do you say to that Captain?

CAPTAIN:
We’re entirely satisfied with what we have here and we’ve got plenty but I’d like to say that no matter how much stuff we have, we can always use more.

SHAW:
Well, General Sayler, you keep supplying it; General Ross, you keep moving it; and Captain Sayler, you keep using it, and I know the folks back home will keep making it.


That has been this week’s REPORT FROM LONDON.  This is Charles Shaw, returning you now to CBS in New York.
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